
Six Leadership lessons 

from Goddess Durga  



Introduction 

• The Goddess Durga is known to be a supreme symbol of power and 
strength.  

• Durga represents a great leader too which most of us may have 
heard, but not known how to apply in real life.  

• Goddess Durga represents the power of the Supreme Being. Exactly 
like a leader! Durga teaches a leader to fight evil forces — which can 
include selfishness, jealousy, prejudice, hatred, anger, and ego, 
which can help leader create a secure and safe space for employees. 
Which means the leader thinks of her surroundings before anything 
else – very important to run a company. 



1. Fearlessness and inner 
Strengths 

• The word Durga, from the root word 'durgam' itself, 
embodies fearlessness. 

• Remaining true to our convictions in the face of each 
adversity, however, big or small it may be, gives us an 
unshakeable inner strength. The stronger we are from 
inside, the more fearless we are perceived on the outside. 

 



2. Multi-tasking 

• Durga Maa with her eight hands epitomizes the word 
'multi-tasking.' 

• Multi-tasking not only saves time, but it also keeps us 
mentally active and agile. Multi-tasking makes us 
independent of the vagaries of time and resources. 



3. Vision and Equanimity 

• Notice any idol or statue of Goddess Durga - The most 
prominent feature that arrests our attention is her 
beautiful, calm and serene visage which sports big yet 
watchful eyes. Big eyes are a symbol of having a 360 degree 
vision so as to know where one needs to reach. But just 
knowing the destination does not complete the journey. 

• The watchfulness symbolizes a constant eye on your 
journey to your goal. 

 



4. Adaptability 

• Goddess Durga comes to us in 9 different avatars (forms) on the 9 days of 

Navratri.  

• There is a very simple management lesson hidden here. Leader-managers be 
ready to don a different hat for different situations. Be yourself but adapt your 

style, tone, stance, manner and involvement as per the situation on hand. 



5. Be your own strong link 

• Just how one Goddess Durga binds millions of hearts 
together in worship and faith - be the glue, the link that 
binds people together. 

• Unravellers lose their justification for existing very quickly. 



6. Being a wealth creator 

• The Goddess is believed to bring prosperity and good 
health to her devotees.  

• As a financial advisor, your prime role is to help your clients 
maximise their wealth. To be successful in this role, you 
need to keep your client’s interest in the forefront and 
recommend products, which are in line with his risk – 
return profile. 



Conclusion 

• A multitasking skill defines a powerful leader. Durga’s nine 
forms including the embodiment of  

• purity  

• knowledge  

• truth  

• self-realization  

• salvation   

• sacrifice  

• perhaps the above mentioned are the best traits for a leader 
to emulate. A leader should also always be ready to learn 

more, more from others and apply those on a daily basis. 



Thank you 


